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VFWDC General Meeting Details & Venue 
 

The club meets on the first Wednesday of each month at 8.00pm with 

the following exceptions: 

 

No meeting at Club Noble in January. 

 

Club Noble Address 

Blue and Gold Room 

Club Noble 

46-56 Moodemere Street 

Noble Park 

Melways ref: 89 D4 

 

This month’s meeting will be held on Wednesday 6th November at 8.00pm. 

 

Meeting Details 



 

2023-2024 

President Neville Van Leeuwen president@vfwdc.com 

Vice President Ken Kilby vicepres@vfwdc.com 

Secretary Steve Miller secretary@vfwdc.com 

Treasurer Ly Ho treasurer@vfwdc.com 

General Committee 

Trip Coordinator Andy McCarthy trips@vfwdc.com 

Magazine Editor Luke David editor@vfwdc.com 

Association Delegate Dennis Alphonsus delegate@vfwdc.com 

Support Positions to Committee 

Web Manager Ben Whitworth web@vfwdc.com 

Training officer Phillip Griffith  

Merchandise Suzy Whitford merchandise@vfwdc.com 

Club Details 

Registered Name Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club 

Registration Number A002184F 

Correspondence Address PO Box 778 Dandenong VIC 3174 

Email secretary@vfwdc.com 

Website www.vfwdc.com 

The Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club is an affiliated club of Four Wheel Drive Victoria -
www.fwdvictoria.org.au 
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Hi All, 

 

What a massive month it’s been, we celebrated our 50th in style at the Waltzing Matilda, we 

had a great turnout with most members being able to join us. It was great to meet / catch up 

with the past members who joined us as well. We also got to meet and hear from the CEO of 

FWDV Craig Ryan and his implementation of a strategic plan. He also presented us with a 

beautiful plaque to commemorate our 50 years.  

 

The underlying message that kept getting repeated throughout the night is the social benefit 

of being part of such a great group of people, as well as getting to go out and explore this 

great country with wonderful people. Thanks to all for making this club great! 

 

Now that the main celebrations of our 50th have been wrapped up we are looking towards the 

future with a renewed excitement. We have several trips that are planned in November (see 

upcoming trips) thanks to Ken & Andy for putting these together. 

 

There is a fare few more proposed trips in the pipeline for Christmas – January so make 

sure you are at the Nov meeting to hear more. 

 

Unfortunately our Astronomy night was cancelled due to cloud cover, I am working on getting 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 



 

a new date for this event. We had a lot of interest in this. 

 

Our new addition to our Merch is the club calendar, we only have limited numbers. The 

calendar will be available at the Nov meeting first so get in quick! 

 

Our end-of-year break-up will be at Jells Park on Sunday the 1st of December, the club won’t 

be catering for this event this year so bring some food to chuck on the BBQ and a few drinks 

to help celebrate the big year we’ve had. 

 

For our December meeting, Saber Offroad will be joining us, so please lock this date in so 

we have a good turnout. They will be speaking to the soft shackle recovery gear they stock 

as part of the presentation. 

 

Next year we are hoping to once again have a great range of trips again as well as looking to 

lock in a few more guest speakers. So if you have any places you want to go or people you 

want to hear from reach out to me or a committee member. We can assist you to plan your 

next adventure. 

 

Neville Van Leeuwen 

VFWDC President 

president@vfwdc.com 

M: 0472 680 482 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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On Saturday the 19 th of October we Celebrated our Clubs big 5-0 at the Waltzing Matilda.  

The room looked great with themed decorations, balloons, old photos and magasines and four 
very large posters which displayed the cover off nearly all the magasines, a great tribute to our 
magazine over the years. A big thank you to Sally who put a lot of hours creating this. 

 

People started arriving and donned a name tag, we had a lot of past members in attendance so 
there were a lot of people catching up with old friends as well as current and previous members. 

 

We ended having almost 80 people in attendance, a fantastic achievement. 

 

Everyone looked great all dressed up and many new members were sporting the new 50th 

club shirt. 

 

Sally our wonderful MC called us to order, and we took our seats, everyone received a gift (a 
travel mug with the club logo) as well as a raffle ticket with the instruction to hang on to it for 
the whole night. (I’ve got my eye on that ARB compressor) 

 

I then gave a little speech thanking all our club presidents (we had composed a list of all the 
presidents over the last 50 years only missing two years records from the 70’s.) 

 

I also gave a brief history of where the club had come from, to where it is today. The earlier 
members certainly were the pioneers of 4WDriving. 

 

Craig Ryan the CEO of Four Wheel Drive Victoria got up on stage and introduced himself as well as 

50th Anniversary Dinner 



 

giving a brief outline of his role. He then presented the club with a beautiful plaque 
commemorating our 50th. 

We then had our first raffle and very appropriately Mark Kochan (our longest serving member) was 
called out. He took home a tasty bottle of Fortified Wine from St Annes Winery as well as a 
beautiful charcuterie board that Daisy hand decorated. 



 

Dinner was served, and somehow I had managed to find a seat on the table that was last to go up. 
But I did not need worry as there was mountain of food to choose from all of which  was delicious, I 
even made room for some dessert. 

 

We then had our next raffle and Harsha and Melissa Fernando walked away with two bottles of 
Champagne including a bottle of Dom Perignon donated by Alykan (Sally &amp; Tristan).  

Next up we had a Panel discussion from one person from each decade the club has been around 

• 70’s Patrick Casey 

• 80’s Mark Kochan 

• 90’s John Partridge (he was the closest we had to the 90’s joining in the very early 00’s) 

• 00’s Steve Pitcher 



 

• 10’s Megan Whitworth 

• 20’s Dennis Alphonsus 

 

Each member was asked a series of questions, and for me this was one of the highlights of the 
night. Listening to all the stories of when and why they joined the club. What vehicles they had, 
what they learned and a favourite story. 

The underlining theme here and throughout the night is the close social network that is formed. 

 

As well as going on great adventures throughout the country we really form great friendships, and 
this is a wonderful tribute to our club. 

 

Next up we asked Patrick Casey to come up and draw the next raffle the ARB compressor. Steven 
Miller was the lucky winner. 



 

The final segment of the night was the awards. Dave got up to present the renowned “Good On Ya” 
award. With three nominees called up for a bit of good hearted roasting including Sally, Andre and 
yours truly. Everyone gave a cheer for those they thought most deserved this coveted award and 
Andre was the clear winner for going camping without his tent and chairs. 

 

The next award was “Most Trips Run” which we deferred from our usual AGM presentation Sally and 
Tristan took out this award. We appreciate all the trips you guys run! 

 

Next, we had the appreciation awards that I was honoured to hand out. In organizing this event and 
looking into the clubs history as well all that people do for the club it really amazed me how many 
people contribute to this club. All the recipients were very well deserved. There are many more 
people that contribute in so many ways so please accept our great appreciation! 

 

Please see the list of recipients further on. 

 

This was the end of the formalities and people continued to watch the slide show created by Andre 
(Thanks Andre it was great), look through the old photos and magazines we had on the centre table 
as well as continue socializing. 

 

The night was fantastic and enjoyed by all, I am privileged to be part of such a great group of 
people. 

Neville Van Leeuwen 

VFWDC President 

president@vfwdc.com 

 



 

Certificates of Appreciation - Presented by Neville 

Ann Crocket The quiet achiever. Always willing to help out, she has been managing the catering for our 
club meetings for a number of years now making sure we all have our drinks and snacks to 
keep us going. 

Steve Pitcher Has had a broad ranging contribution to the club across a variety of committee positions 
including Treasurer and President. He also steps in to run the AGM meetings when the 
committee steps down each year, runs a variety of trips consistently and has contributed 
to the organizing of this event. 

Stuart and 

Maree Bowker 

They participate in all aspects of the club and have contributed to the committee, to run-
ning a huge number and variety of trips, helping with the raffles. Encouraging others to 
participate in the club to get the most from it and has contributed to the organizing of 
this event. 

(Unfortunately absent on the night as they were having a lovely time in WA) 

Daisy Quinn For coordinating and hosting club run events. Making sure there is enough great food for 
members and that they enjoy themselves. Always keen to make sure people are having a 
good time and has contributed to the organizing of this event 

David Heard Being one of 3 members over 50 years who contributed by being President for 4 years 
from 1995 through to and including 1998  to ensure the club keeps running and enabling it 
to be where it is today. 

John Partridge Being one of 3 members over 50 years who have done the President Role for 4 years. Also 
supporting the development of our training and being Part of the Driver Training team 

Peter Pink Being one of 3 members over 50 years who contributed by being President for 4 years in-
cluding 1993 and 2008 - 2010  to ensure the club keeps running and enabling it to be 
where it is today 

Sally Higgs For her broad ranging contribution to the club including the development of the Trip 
Leader training material and course to give more members the confidence to get out and 
run trips for the club. Running trips, participating on the committee in a number of differ-
ent roles and providing support to the current committee and members to make the most 
out of their four wheel drives and the club. 

Also made a huge contribution to this event. 

Ben Whitworth Being a long serving member on the committee in his role as Web Manager since 2014. 
Making sure our website keeps running, the committee can get their emails, helps people 
set up their system so they can fulfill their committee roles. He has also been President 
for 2 years in this time as well. He brings a wealth of knowledge and guidance to the club 
that not many people get to see. 

Ly Ho Ly has been another quiet achiever and has been on the committee since 2016 where he 
started as the Magazine Editor for a number of years before transitioning to the treasurer. 
Both of these roles are quite time consuming and are key to the running of the club. He 
always does it with a smile. 

Phil Griffith For being an integral part of our driver training team. This course is run every year and 
Phil is there to do the theory night as well as the weekend course. Leaving our members 
better trained to get the most out of there 4WDin a safe manner. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 



 

Club Calendar 

November 

Tuesday 5th  Melbourne Cup Public Holiday   

Wednesday 6th  General Meeting  8:00pm Club 
Noble 

Friday 1st  Bindaree Hut Campground   Ken Kilby 

Saturday 16th  Walhalla Day Trip  Andy McCarthy  

Wednesday 20th  Committee Meeting (Virtual)  7:30pm 

December 

Sunday 1st  Christmas breakup at Jells Park  Jells Park 

Wednesday 4th  General Meeting—Sabre Offroad  8:00pm Club 
Noble 

  No Committee Meeting   

Wednesday 25th  Christmas Day   

Thursday 26th  Boxing Day   

January 

  No General Meeting   

Wednesday 15th  Committee Meeting   

TBC  Woodside Fishing Trip  Steven Card 

     

     



 

Meeting Minutes 

VFWDC General Meeting Minutes 
 

Date: 02/10/2024 
Time: 8:00pm – 9:19pm 

Location: Club Noble 
Next Meeting: Wednesday 6th November 2024  

 

Topic Discussion and Outcomes Speaker 

Open Meeting • Welcome 
• Apologies: Sally, Alec, Nicola 
• Absent: Not noted 

Neville 

      
Minutes from 
previous 
months club 
meeting 

• Matters arising from previous minutes for meeting on the 04/09/2024: 
Nil 

• Minutes from previous meeting accepted: 
• Accepted:  Ken 
• Seconded:  Neville 

Neville 

      
General An-
nouncements 

• Nil 
 

Neville 

      
Guests • Dean’s son –  Drives a D40 Navara (Work In Progress). Looking for-

ward to coming on more trips and doing more camping 
Neville 

  •     
Correspond-
ence 

• No notices from Australia Post Neville 

  • Sabre Off Road regarding beings December ‘s guest speaker   
  • Astronomical; society regarding 26th Oct   
  •     
Tonight’s 
Guest Speaker 

• No guest speaker this month   

  •     
Treasurer’s 
Report 

• As per written report from Ly Ho  –  Written report will be in next issue 
of the club’s magazine. 

 
• Closing cash position $11,230.48 
 
• Closing consolidated position $13,531.66 
 
• Motion to accept this month’s Treasurer ‘s Report: 

• Accepted: Andre 
• Seconded: Tristan 

 

Neville 

     

Association 
News 

• Update on any Association news – 
• No news this month 
• Carried forward – Driver training 

Dennis 



 

Upcoming Trips   Andy 

  • 05/10/2024 – Saturday night trip into Bunyip. Meeting at Longwarry 
Service Station 

Andre 

  • 19th Oct 2024 - Club 50th Anniversary Dinner to be held on 19th Oct 
2024 at 6:00pm - $20 for members, includes dinner and gifts. To be 
held at the Waltzing Matilda (Banksia Room) in Springvale. Approxi-
mately a dozen previous members also coming. Buy your own alco-
hol. 

Neville 

  • 26th October 2024 @ 7:30pm – Viewing starting at 8:30pm Astronomi-
cal Society - Saturday (Weekend immediately after 50th anniversary 
dinner) – May be end of year off site function. Need to know numbers 
early as VFWDC has to stump up a minimum payment.  $10 per head 
– No dinner included Packenham School (Courtesy of Andre). Kid 
friendly. Approx 1 telescope per 10 people. Please note that the night 
is weather dependant. Society will confirm by 2pm on the day if 
weather is suitable for the night to proceed. 

 
**** Neville to advise if fee has to be prepaid … minimum fee is $250 **** 
  

Neville 

  • Awaiting further information from St Annes … Was to be late October 
2024 (Before Melbourne Cup Weekend… Melbourne Cup is Tues 5th 
Nov 2024) - St Annes have offered their facility for another event in 
October/November. Further details will be provided shortly.  Angus 
has invited VFWDC to host a camping experience. VFWDC to collect 
firewood and make a large bonfire. The event will be ticketed. 

Neville 

  • 01/11/2024 to 04/11/2024 Melbourne Cup Weekend - Bindaree Hut 
Trip. 4.5 hrs travel time to get there. River Crossing. Saturday travel to 
Bindaree Falls, Craigs Hut and a few other huts. 4 day trip, Friday to 
Monday. See trip data form for more information. 

Ken 

  • 16th Nov 2024 – Day trip starting and finishing at Walhalla, details to 
follow See trip data form for more information. 

Andy 

  • Looking for Expression of Interest for – Trip Leaders Training Andy 

  • 2025 Request for Expressions of Interest – Driver Training Course. 
Some interest in doing refresher course for those who have previously 
done training. 
• Query from members about doing training a second time … 

members indicated they are happy to pay for 2nd training trip 
(Refresher trip ?) 

Andy 

  • Reminder to have an up-to-date Personal Information Form in our ve-
hicle 

• Reminder to submit trip forms. If a trip form is not submitted , the trip 
is NJOT a sanctioned trip (ie no insurance etc) 

Andy 



 

 • Reminder to submit trip forms. If a trip form is not submitted , the 
trip is NOT a sanctioned trip (ie no insurance etc)  

 

   

Merchandise • 50th Anniversary polo shirts and jackets have arrived and will be dis-
tributed tonight after the end of the meeting. 

• Old merchandise to be cleared. Everyone is welcome to take ad-
vantage of discounted prices. 

• VFWDC calendar proposed for next year. 
• Proposed having a club Calander to be available for start of 

2025. 
• Took an expression of interest from those present – Result was 

positive to proceed. 
• Please submit photos for Calander. (Closing off on 

06/10/2024) 

Suzy 

     

Intermission • Intermission – Gave out commemorative shirts and jackets 8:40pm – 
9:04pm 

     

Trip Reports    

  • 14th to 15th Sept 2024 - 50th Anniversary Camping Trip at Merring-
tons. Went up to Mt Useful where it began snowing. Went to Mt Thel-
ma. Found some convenient fallen trees which were cut up for fire 
wood. Hail storm came through. All exposed water froze. Butter 
chicken courtesy of Dean went down well. Trip was enjoyed by all. 

• See trip report in club magazine “Free Wheeling”. 

Andy, Ken 

  • Big Trip – 72 Days leaving Kings weekend – Alcie Springs, Tanami De-
sert, Wolf Creek, Broome, Totalled his car in a river crossing. Now 
has a Ford Everest. Will redo trip in two years. See trip report in club 
magazine “Free Wheeling”. 

Bruce Dunlop 

  • Impromptu trip with a face book group – example of how to not run a 
trip. Trip leader had a disability but had made no contingency plans 
and had made no preparation for trip. Most of the day was spent re-
covering the trip leader’s vehicle. Matt and Ken have new apprecia-
tion for VFWDC run trips. See trip report in club magazine “Free 
Wheeling” 

Ken 

     

VFWDC 50th 
Anniversary Up-
dates 

• Club 50th Anniversary Dinner to be held on 19th Oct 2024 at 6:00pm 
at the Waltzing Matilda (Banksia Room) in Springvale. - $20 for mem-
bers, includes dinner and gifts 

Neville 

  • Club needs nominations for “Onya Award”. 
• Email nominations to Neville at president@vfwdc.com 

• There will be a prize for best nomination. 

Neville 

mailto:president@vfwdc.com


 

 • There will be a prize for best nomination.   

  • Andre collecting photos to put together a slide show for the 19th Oct 
2024 Anniversary Dinner 

Neville 

      

Sponsorship • St Annes donated bottles for raffle prizes. 
• ARB donated an air compressor and tool bag for raffle prizes. 

Neville 

     

Magazine • Plenty of content for next issue. 
• Buy/Sell available in magazine 
• Advertise your business. 

Neville 

     

December 
Meeting 

• Sabre Off Road to come and talk about their products … details to be 
advised. 

Neville 

     

General Busi-
ness 

• As of  1st meeting in 2025,  club meetings will commence at 7:30pm 
for a three month trial. The committee will then review how this was 
received and decide if it should be a permanent feature. 

• November off site meeting – Proposed to have a normal meeting on 
the 2nd weekend of November 2024. 

General Busi-
ness 

     

Raffle • Blue E88, Blue E33, Blue E73, E56   

     

Next General 
Meeting 

• Wednesday 02/11/2024, 8:00pm at Club Noble (Upper floor meeting 
room) 

  

     

Meeting Close • 9:19pm Neville 

      

Minutes taken 
by: 

  Steven Miller 



 

Treasurer’s Report 

$10,664.20Opening Balance as at 01/09/2024Cheque A/C`

$63.00RaffleAdd:

$445.00Merchandise Sales

$280.0050th Anniversary Celebration

-$20.15Catering CostsLess:

-$29.99Raffle Prizes

-$171.58Venue Expense

$11,230.48Closing Balance as at 30/09/2024

$6,262.88Opening Balance as at 01/09/2024Term Deposit

$6,262.88Closing Balance as at 30/09/2024

$38.30Opening Balance as at 01/09/2024Petty Cash

$38.30Closing Balance as at 30/09/2024

$17,531.66Consolidated Closing Cash Position

Treasurer’s Report
September 2024



 

General Notices 

Christmas breakup at Jells Park, Wheelers Hill 

Sunday 1st December will be our club’s Christmas breakup.  BYO food and drinks, camp chairs, 
picnic rugs.  There is BBQ facilities, toilets, playground, plentiful parking. TBA exact spot and time.  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/drfNibd7pu3ZR6569 

Sabre Offroad—December meeting 

Sabe Offroad will be our special guests for the last meeting of the year.  Don’t miss out! 

https://saberoffroad.com/ 

2025 Calendars for sale 

Our very first club calendars will be for sale at the November meeting.  $20 each with limited stock 

 

Discount Offer: The club is offering a discount of $5 off your membership for each trip 

you have organized and run since March 1st, 2024, up to a maximum of $20 per couple. 

Please mention any trips you have led when you reply. 

 

Merchandise 

We currently have a range of merchandise in stock, and the list of available items can be 

found on the pages below. If you are interested, please feel free to speak to one of the 

committee members during the general meeting or email us at committee@vfwdc.com. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/drfNibd7pu3ZR6569
https://saberoffroad.com/
mailto:committee@vfwdc.com


 

Merchandise 

Get in now to get your discount merchandise! 

 

Reversible Vest 

Cost - $30.00 

Sizes – S, M , L, XL, 2XL, 5XL 

 

 

 

 

 

Drivers Jacket 

Cost - $40.00 

Sizes - S, M, L, XL 

 

 

 

 

 

Zip up Hoodie 

Cost - $20.00 

Sizes - S & M 

 

 

 

 

 

Scarf / Beanie / Cap / Stubbie 

Holder 

Cost - $10.00 each 



 

Club Membership 

Please visit our website at VFWDC.com to view all our current membership forms 

and club policies. 

 

For all new and renewal of memberships, please complete the online form here 

 

If you are looking for a Temporary Membership, please complete the online form, 

which can be found here. 

 

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us via the Club 

Secretary on secretary@vfwdc.com 

 

Payments: 

Payment can be made via Bank Transfer. The details are as follows: 

———— 

    Account Name:  Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club Inc 

    BSB:    633108 

    Account No:   111761979 

 

Please ensure your transfer includes your name as provided on the 

membership application and renewal form in the reference. 

 

Once you have made your payment/transfer, please send your completed 

membership application and renewal form to treasurer@vfwdc.com or you can 

present it to the Treasurer at any general meeting. 

 

 

 

Thank you for choosing the Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club 

 

 

 

If you are interested in joining Club Noble where we hold our monthly 

meetings, their application form can be found here. 

http://www.vfwdc.com
https://vfwdc.com/pdf/Membership%20Form%20%5B2017%5D.pdf
https://vfwdc.com/forms.html
mailto:secretary@vfwdc.com
mailto:treasurer@vfwdc.com
http://clubnoble.com.au/
http://clubnoble.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/2018-MEMBERSHIP-APPLICATION.pdf


 

Track Classifications 

Four Wheel Drive Victoria have a track grading classification scale which has been developed 

to assist in advising Trip Leaders and participants on 4WD trips of the type of tracks that they 

can expect to encounter. On most trips participants can expect that a variety of tracks will be 

traversed each with an appropriate rating. Trip Leaders should advise participants of the 

range of track ratings expected to be encountered on the planned route. The following classi-

fications will assist in determining an overall Trip Rating:  

https://www.4wdvictoria.org.au/index.php/track-classifications


 

Upcoming Trips 

PROPOSED CLUB TRIP DATA FORM 

DESTINATION Bindaree Hut Campground  

LEADER/CONTACT NO. NAME: Ken Kilby  

TEL:  

MOB: 0422411790  

DATE 1/11/24 to 5/11/24  

MEETING PLACE / TIME KFC Lilydale 4:00pm Friday 1/11/24  

GRADE 

Please adhere to new trip classifications 

WET: medium/hard  

DRY: easy/medium  

TRIP ACTIVITY DETAILS Meet up at Lilydale Friday night to get a spot before 
it potentially gets crowded. Base camp at Bindaree 
Campground. If coming up on Saturday morning, 
come early as we will be leaving to go exploring by 
9:30- 10:00am. Over the next 3 days, explore the 
area including; Bindaree Hut, Bindaree falls, Craigs 
Hut, Bluff Hut, Lovicks Hut, King Billy Tree, Mt Stir-
ling, returning on Cup Day  

VEHICLE LIMITS   MINIMUM: 2  

MAXIMUM: 6  

APPROX KMS 

Meeting place to destination 

230 km  

LAST AVAILABLE FUEL  PETROL: Mansfield  

DIESEL: Mansfield  

DISTANCE BETWEEN SUPPLIES 

  

300 km approx. for 3 days, Mansfield to Mansfield 
(Note: 71 km from Mansfield to Bindaree Hut)  

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED 

  

All-Terrain Tyres at a minimum, no Hwy tyres. Re-
covery points and gear.  

Only one single drop toilet at the campsite, will be a 
busy weekend, consider bringing your own.  

A bag of firewood for the first night if you have 
room. Plenty of good wood to collect while we are 
out and about. There is a creek crossing with a rock 
ledge as you come into camp, no problem to trav-
erse, shouldn’t be a problem for an off-road camper 
with high clearance. Personal Information Form.  

MAPS REQUIRED  Mansfield/Howitt  

RADIO CHANNEL CB / UHF  12 



 

Upcoming Trips 

PROPOSED CLUB TRIP DATA FORM 

DESTINATION Walhalla Day Trip   

LEADER/CONTACT NO. NAME: Andy McCarthy  

TEL:  

MOB: 0414 332 322  

DATE Saturday 16th November 2024  

MEETING PLACE / TIME BP Officer Outbound 9am – depart 9:30 

GRADE 

Please adhere to new trip classifications 

WET: hard  

DRY: medium 

TRIP ACTIVITY DETAILS Leave the highway at Moe, head towards Walhalla. 
Pass Moondarra Reservoir, cross Thomson River at 
Bruntons bridge. Stop for lunch at one of Walhalla’s 
old town sites; Coopers Creek, Happy Go Lucky, 
Maiden Town or Mormon Town, before arriving and 
airing up in Walhalla.  

VEHICLE LIMITS   MINIMUM: 2  

MAXIMUM: 6  

APPROX KMS 

Meeting place to destination 

160km (BP Officer Outbound to Walhalla via scenic 
route)  

LAST AVAILABLE FUEL  PETROL: Moe 

DIESEL: Moe  

DISTANCE BETWEEN SUPPLIES 

  

122km (Moe to Walhalla and back to Moe)  

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED 

  

All-Terrain Tyres 

Recovery points and gear 

Packed lunch 

Personal Information Form  

MAPS REQUIRED  Walhalla rooftop maps, also Hema trip #29 in 

RADIO CHANNEL CB / UHF  12 



 

Upcoming Trips 

PROPOSED CLUB TRIP DATA FORM 

DESTINATION Woodside Fishing Trip 

LEADER/CONTACT NO. NAME: Steven Card 

TEL:  

MOB: 0411 202 606 

DATE Jan 2025 – date TBC 

MEETING PLACE / TIME BP Officer – Friday Afternoon 

GRADE 

Please adhere to new trip classifications 

WET: easy  

DRY: easy 

TRIP ACTIVITY DETAILS Fishing trip north of Woodside, chasing Snapper. 

There may be 4x4ing, but the aim of the weekend is 

Camping and Fishing. 

Campground suitable for camper trailers but not 
Caravans. 

Exact weekend in Jan not yet decided on, so want-
ing 

expressions of interest and dates preferred. 

Potential dates: 

3-5 Jan 

10-12 Jan 

17-19 Jan 

24-26 Jan 

VEHICLE LIMITS   MINIMUM: 1 

MAXIMUM: 7  

APPROX KMS 

Meeting place to destination 

186kms 

LAST AVAILABLE FUEL  PETROL: Woodside 

DIESEL: Woodside 

DISTANCE BETWEEN SUPPLIES 

  

Yarram is 30kms from Woodside 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED 

  

Fishing and Camping gear 

MAPS REQUIRED  Google Maps 

RADIO CHANNEL CB / UHF  12 



 

Trip Report 

Trip Report: 50th Anniversary Club Trip Merringtons Campground 

Date: 13th September (Friday) 2024 

Trip By: David 

Report: Dean 

 

Meet at BP Officer Outbound Dean, Joy, Andy and Suzy left at approximately 2.30pm 

Stop for cheap fuel top up at Liberty in Moe before a quick stop at Sivertop before 

heading over the Thomson Dam. It was good to see the levels up nice and high. The 

weather was nice with some cloud, a little cool but still nice.  

 

Right turn onto Merrington’s Track, following down to the campground arriving around 

3.30pm. We were the only four campers there for a while. After choosing an area at the 

campground that would give us a central location for meetups and community firepit we 

set up camp and lit the fire.  

  

After setting up we had a break around the campfire talking and enjoying a couple of 



 

drinks. At this point, some other campers arrived and thankfully set up on the other side 

of camp. This turned out to be a good thing as they felt the need to let off fireworks 

later in the night.  

  

As the sun went down behind the trees up on the ridge, it very quickly took the 

temperature with it. After rugging up a bit it was time to think of tea. Joy and I choose 

to try doing mini pizzas in a camp oven with reasonable results, but more work is 

needed on the cook. Andy and Suzy did burgers and by all reports had more success than 

our experimental pizza’s. At around 8.30pm we could hear and then see three cars 

coming down the track that turned out to be Neville, Ken and Michael.  

 

After finding us and saying our hello’s, quick talk of the trip; they set up camp and 

organized dinner for themselves. After a few more drinks around the campfire, the 

temperature got the better of me and I called it a night at 9.45pm. I am sure the others 

didn’t overindulge and went to bed at a reasonable hour. 

 

On Saturday morning, we woke to showers which ended up staying with us on and off all 

day. The first to turn up in the morning was Ben and Megan. After hellos and a look 

around, we were all sitting around the campfire … when we heard it…. I asked Ben if it 

sounded like a poor little Navara being pushed by a two-ton trailer? Before he could 

answer we could see them on the track coming in and they were followed closely by 

Alan and Ann. 

 

Once they found us and set up to a degree it was time to talk about the days drive. 

After some discussion, I put my foot in my mouth (with a little help from David) and 

ended up leading the trip to Mt Useful. This trip was a wonderful example of how to 

pivot with Melbourne’s weather. 

  

As we moved along Donnelly’s Creek track, we did try and stop at a few historic sites. 

Between the traffic, weather and hunters shooting in the area around the trip, the track 



 

was largely nonstop. We turned left onto Sprines Rd. We started to get snow falling at 

around 1007 metres. There was some entertaining debate abouts who’s GPS was right 

due to varying levels being recorded.  

  

  

Mt Useful Fire Tower is around 1400 metres and at this point we had snow on the 

ground. Absolutely no view from the lookout thanks to the clouds being on us but we 

got snow!  

 

At this point we had lunch and when finished, the group split in two. Four cars 

continued over Mount Selma and the other four headed back to camp the way we 

came. Once back at camp with newly collected firewood we looked forward to dinner. I 

cooked butter chicken for all that wanted and others cooked bits and pieces. Not being 

able to cook at the fire due to weather, I used my pressure pack cooker. It struggled 

with the wind and cool climate but we still reached a good result according to those 

who risked a try at my cooking. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

Trip Report 

Trip Report: 50th Anniversary Club Trip Merringtons Campground 

Date: 13th-15th September 2024 

Trip By: David 

Report: Ken Kilby 

Participants: 

1. Neville 

2. Ken 

3. Ben & Megan 

4. Dean and Joy 

5. Michael 

6. Dave & Caroline 

7. Anne & Allan 

8. Andy & Suzy 

 

The weather forecast for the weekend promised to be cold and wet with possible snow. Not exactly an ideal 
situation for a camping trip, but as it turned out the wintry weather provided more snow than the Club snow trip in 
August.  

The trip had sixteen cars on the books to attend but it seemed like the cold weather put a few off and only half 
made the journey. 

Dean & Joy, Andy and Suzy arrived early on Friday, Neville, Ken & Michael arrived Friday night, with Dave, Caroline, 
Alan, Anne, Ben and Megan arriving Saturday morning. 



 

Saturday morning started out cold and wet with low clouds, so it was decided for safety not to do any hard tracks 
and just take it easy.  

  

Dean and Joy led the way to Mt Useful taking only main tracks passing by O’Toole’s campground and stopping at 
some of the plaques that are dotted around the area with interesting history and stories from the gold rush of the 
mid1800’s. Driving around the area these days, it’s hard to imagine that it once bustled with people, towns and 
mining activities, all now reclaimed by the bush.  

Along the way we also checked out an old gold mining shaft & a ramshackle hut with an interesting “Dunny “out 
the back. The door had “carefully “ added ventilation holes in the door courtesy of a shot gun. 

   

At 1000 meters the first snow started to fall and which continued throughout the day. There were still a few flakes 
falling later in the afternoon as we turned back onto Merringtons Track which is at only 700 meters. 

By now, the snow was getting heavier the higher we went with everybody enjoying the show. For some it was their 
first experience of snow driving while it was actually snowing.  

We arrived at the summit of Mt Useful in time for lunch and a hot pie hit the spot. It was all clouded in, so no views 
were to be had, and of course we had to get all the cars lined up for the traditional photo shoot. 

For the return trip, we separated into two groups with Dean’s group heading back to camp and Neville, Ken, 
Michael, Andy and Suzy continuing towards Mt Selma. 

Passing over Mt Selma we turned towards Aberfeldy where we joined back up with the main Woods Point Road. 



 

Along the way we stopped to collect some firewood with Neville saying, “this is the first time I’ve collected 
firewood in a blizzard”. 

   

Passing through Aberfeldy was interesting as it was completely white all over and looked quite spectacular. 

Heading back, we stopped at the remains of an old Horse watering station and the historic grave of Kitty Cane who 
was buried by the roadside in the 1860’s. A plaque at the grave site provides an interesting and funny story into why 
she never made it to the Aberfeldy Cemetery. 

                   



 

                        

               

We arrived back at camp and met up with the other group with a good supply of wood for the night. 

Thanks to Dave and Caroline for putting up two gazebos next to the Fire as it kept raining on and off during the rest 
of the day and night. It was a case of moving back and forth for the warmth of the fire or the protection of the 
shelter. It hailed at one stage and the temperature dropped considerably as it passed through. 

 

By 8:00pm water on the tents and cars had frozen and was so cold that Alan actually put some long pants on. 

By 10pm everyone was looking for their warm beds with no late stayers like Friday night. 

Sunday morning had blue skies but was still cold with ice on the tents.  

After packing up our next stop was the Visitor car park at Thomson Dam for airing up and saying our goodbyes. 
Once back onto the Woods Point Road we were able to see Mt Baw Baw, which had received a really good covering 
of snow. 

The cold weather certainly didn’t dampen anyone’s spirits, but as mentioned by Sally, provided the conditions that 
make for lasting memories. 

Ken. 



 

1976 Newsletter 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

1980 Newsletter 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

VFWDC Magazine 


