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   Ann & Allan— Toyota Prado 150 Series 

   “COVID—The White Knight” 

Welcome Back! 

Tracks are open 
So let’s get out there.                          
   



 

VFWDC General Meeting Venue 
 

The club meets on the first WEDNESDAY of each month 

at 8:00pm.  With the following exceptions; No meeting 
in January.  November meeting is held at a selected  

location. 

 

 

Blue and Gold Room  
Club Noble 

46-56 Moodemere Street       

Noble Park 

Melways ref: 89 D4 

  

 
 

 

 

The General Meeting will be held online on Wednesday 2nd December 2020 at 8.00pm due to the 

current restrictions in place. Log in via the app Zoom or dial in using your phone. Please check 
your emails for further information to log into the meeting.        

   

NOTICE BOARD 

Enter via front or back entrance 

Aberfeldy Track 

In association with Westland Gippsland Relic, Mining and Heritage Protection Inc , the club 

maintains a section of the Aberfeldy Track with working bees throughout the year.  View the club 
calendar for the next upcoming working bee. 

http://westgippslandinc.com.au/membership.htm


 

2020-2021 

President Sally Higgs president@vfwdc.com 

Vice President Callum Brown vicepres@vfwdc.com 

Secretary TBA secretary@vfwdc.com 

Treasurer Ly Ho treasurer@vfwdc.com 

General Committee 

Trip Coordinator Des Whall trips@vfwdc.com 

Magazine Editor Mary Griffiths editor@vfwdc.com 

Association Delegate David Bruinsma delegate@vfwdc.com 

General Committee Callum Brown  

 Jeff Griffiths  

Support Positions to Committee 

Web Manager Ben Whitworth web@vfwdc.com 

Training officer Phillip Griffith  

Training officer Ashley Martin  

Merchandise Des Whall merchandise@vfwdc.com 

Catering Ann Crockett  

Club Details 

Registered Name Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club 

Registration No A002184F 

Correspondence PO Box 778 Dandenong VIC 3174 

Email secretary@vfwdc.com 

Website www.vfwdc.com 

The Victorian Four Wheel Drive Club is an affiliated club of Four Wheel Drive Victoria -
www.fwdvictoria.org.au 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hey Everyone! 
 
2020 is coming to a close and what a year it has been! 
 
Last month we had Tim from Redarc give us a great presentation on their products and for those 
that missed out, Tim is willing to come back to see us when our meetings are face to face again. 
This coming month we are having Justin from Hema Maps coming along to our meeting to talk to us 
all about Hema. 
 
The Premier has announced we can now go on holiday with up to 15 people so this now means that 
we can resume overnight camping and our trips.  To ensure we protect our members and meet our 
obligations the committee has implemented  COVID safe plan (included in this magazine) that we 
need you to adhere to when you are on trips along with completing contact tracing for everyone on 
the trip. 
 
We will have our December meeting online again and will review over the Christmas break on get-
ting back to face to face meetings in the New Year.  We will have a pre-Christmas get together in 
mid-December and we are just finalising out the location. I am looking forward to seeing you all 
again soon. 
 
With the club starting to get busy again we are in the need of a club Secretary to support the club 
and committee. Des has helped us out while the trips role has been in hibernation but this will be 
picking up now we can get out and about. To be a successful club we need a broad range of mem-
bers getting involved so please put your hand up. The commitment is 1 committee meeting per 
month and 1 general meeting along with collecting mail from the post box and responding to 
emails. If you have any questions on it then please let me know and I am happy to show you what it 
is all about. 
 
Our club trips are all detailed here in the magazine and on 4WD Trip.com at this link 
https://www.4wdtrip.com/login.aspx?club=33  If you forget the link, it is on the front page of the 
club website.  If you need more information or want to make sure you get on a trip please email 
Des on trips@vfwdc.com  

I hope that you have a fantastic Christmas and New Year with your family and friends. I look for-
ward to seeing you all out on the tracks soon. 
 
Sally 
 

https://www.4wdtrip.com/login.aspx?club=33
mailto:trips@vfwdc.com


 

CLUB MERCHANDISE 

 
Summer has arrived! 

T-Shirts, Vests, Light jackets—plenty of stock available.  Order now ready for your next trip. 

PRICES 

Club SS Polo Shirt $30.00  Club Wide-Brim Hat $5.00 

Club SS Shirt 40th Anniversary $10.00  Club Sandwich Peak Hat $5.00 

Club Polar Fleece Jacket (Full Zip) $30.00  Club Woollen Pom Pom Beanie $20.00 

Club Fleece Hoodie $30.00  Club Cable Knit Scarf $20.00 

Club SS Reversible Vest—double embroidery $50.00  Club Neoprene Stubby Holder 10.00 

Club Drivers Jacket          $60.00  Club Coth Badges 120mm $8.00 

Club Trekka Jacket $85.00  VFWDC Windscreen Sticker    Sml $6.00 

Club Bucket Hat $5.00  VFWDC Windscreen Sticker    Lge $8.00 

We encourage all members to purchase a Club Polo shirt. 

Email your order to merchandise@vfwdc.com. Please ensure you advise size required. 

mailto:%20merchandise@vfwdc.com


 

CLUB CALENDAR AT A GLANCE 

 

 

IMPORTANT  
  
       General Meeting Wednesday 2nd December, 2020  

                       held ONLINE At 8.00pm 
     

                                  Guest Presenter 

                     Justin from Hema  

 

              ALL THINGS NAVIGATION         

                                    _________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  
  

December     

2nd Wed General Meeting Guest Presenter 
Justin from Hema 

Via Zoom 
or Phone 
8.00pm 

4th-18th Fri-Fri Davies Plains Des Whall 0412 170 139  

12th Sat Club Christmas Get Together   

12th Sat First Aid Course Designer First Aid 
Solutions and  
Four Wheel Drive 
Victoria  

 

January 2021     

7th Wed No General Meeting   

18th Mon Committee Meeting   

22nd—26th Fri-Tues Australia Day Weekend 
Nunniong Plains 

Des Whall 0412 170 139  

22nd-26th Fri-Tues Australia Day Weekend 
Ulupna Beach—Ulupna Island 

David Bruinsma 0417 747 860  

February     

12th—14th Fri-Sun Mitchell and Avon Rivers Des Whall 0412 170 139 

Something goofy happened to someone on a trip?  Nominate them for the next “Good on ya” 

trophy!  Send a quick summary to trips@vfwdc.com 

 

Club Christmas Get Together 

  Saturday 12th December 2020 

        _________________________________ 

 

                                 +  FIRST AID COURSE  

          
        When:   Saturday 12th December, 2020 
        Where:  St Simons School Hall,  2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 
 
 

mailto:trips@vfwdc.com


 

 

 
 

Do you need to update your first aid skills? 

 

The First Aid Course will be conducted by Designer First Aid Solutions and  
Four Wheel Drive Victoria will be subsidising the course cost to members. 
 

HLTAID003 Apply First Aid (previously known as Level 2)  
 
* Includes HLTAID001 Provide CPR 

* Online learning plus approx 7 hrs on the Saturday 

* (Valid 3 years) 

*  $95.00 per member 
 

 
Date:  Saturday 12th December, 2020 

Location:  St Simons School Hall, 2 Taylors Lane, Rowville 

 



 

 

Attendees: 
Sally & Tristan, Ben & Megan, Callum Brown, 
Banny & Arlene, Ly Ho, Stuart & Maree, Joe 
Spicuzza, Stephen Pitcher, Caroline Jones, 
Andrew Hooper, Graham Dickson, Ann & Allan, 
Jeff & Mary, Brett Buchanan, David Bruinsma, 
Andre Van Der Walt, Daryl Lynch, Steve Ignatidis 

Visitors – Ian Butler, Michael Carr, Matt Marino 

Apologies 

Carolyn Bruinsma, Philip Griffith 
 

Minutes from previous month 

 Minutes from the October General Meeting 
Minutes were read by members 

 Minutes arising from those minutes 
No matters arising from previous minutes 

Acceptance of Minutes 
Accepted by:  Andre Van Der Walt 
Seconded by:  David Bruinsma 

 

Correspondence 
 
Incoming correspondence in October:   

 Jackaroo Club magazine 

 Change of email address from Stuart and 
Maree 

 4 x perspective member emails 

 4WD Victoria – Temporary closures, 
Benambra, Cobberras and Gelantipy areas. 

 4WD Victoria - Gate openings Southern Alps 

 4WD Victoria – Zeka Spur switchback 
slippage and repair. 
 

Outgoing correspondence in October: 

 Des sent out trip cancellation emails and 
trip update spreadsheet 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Treasurer's Report— October 2020 

 As per report published in Club Magazine 

 

 Matters arising from Treasurer’s Report 

 1 x renewal this month 

 No matters arising from Treasurer’s Report 

  

Accepted by:  Stephen Pitcher 

Seconded by: Stuart Bowker 

   

 Membership renewals 36 financial 

 New members 0 

 

Association News / Updates 

 No news or communications other than  

        incoming correspondence 

 
Guest Speaker  

 Tim Chivers / Redarc 

 Fantastic presentation covering purpose 

and use of a Battery Isolator, BCDC charger, 

Battery Management System and Tow-Pro.  

 
COVID-19 

 Current status 

Stage 3 restrictions at least until  

November 23. 

 
Trips 

 

4WD Platform 

 4WDTRIP – 29 Registered 

 No club trips run last month due to COVID-

19 restrictions 

 

Upcoming trips: 

Nov 20 (TBC) - The Great Escape – Trip leader 
Stuart – 6 vehicles/Trip full with 3 on waiting list 

Nov 28 - Wine tasting trip - David Bruinsma  

Dec 5-16 - Davies Plains – Trip leader - 2 vehicles 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 

11th November 2020 
Online Virtual Meeting   Meeting Opened 8:03 pm  



 

 

Jan 22-26 Australia Day Weekend - Ulupna Beach 
on the Murray – Trip leader David - 3 vehicles 

Jan 22-26 Australia Day Weekend - Nunniong 
Plains – Trip leader Des – 4 vehicles 

Feb 13-14 – Avon River – Trip leader Des – 8 
vehicles going 
 

General Business 
 

 Guest presenter for December’s meeting— 

Representative from Hema 

 

Meeting closed 9.56 pm 

Next meeting  02/12/2020 



 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 



 



 



 



 

DESTINATION Davies Plains 

LEADER/CONTACT NO. NAME:    Des Whall 

MOBILE:  0412 170 139  

DATE Sunday December 6, 2020 (Departure Date Now : Fri 4/12)

Friday December 18, 2020 

MEETING PLACE / TIME Officer outbound 

8.00 am for 8.30 Departure Date 

GRADE WET:  Medium — Double Diamond 
DRY:   Medium — Double Diamond 

TRIP ACTIVITY DETAILS Sunday – head to Dr Searls Gibbo Hut to camp for the night. 
Monday – rest day 
Tuesday - Mt Gibbo, Mt Pinnibar, camp near Tom Groggin 
Wednesday – Davies Plain, camp at Davies Plain Hut 
Thursday – Explore Davies Plain and surrounds, camp at  
Kings Plain camp 
Friday – Mount Murphy Historic Area, camp at Buckwong Huts 
Saturday – Explore and camp at The Poplars 
Sunday - Limestone Track, Cobberas Track, McFarlane Flat 
Track, camp at Ingeegoodbee River camp 
Monday – Rest day  
Tuesday – Ingeegoodbee Track, Snowy River Rd camp at 
Native Dog Flat Camp 
Wednesday – Native Cat Track, Nunniong Rd exploring 
Nunniong Plains, Murphy’s Hut, Green Hills Hut, camp at 
Bentleigh Plains Reserve Hut. 
Thursday – rest day 
Friday – explore whilst heading out and home  

VEHICLE LIMITS MINIMUM: Me 

MAXIMUM: 6 Vehicles 

APPROX KMS MEETING PLACE 
TO DESTINATION 

1000 Kms return trip 

LAST AVAILABLE FUEL  PETROL:  Omeo/Benambra 

DIESEL:   Omeo/Benambra 

 

DISTANCE BETWEEN SUPPLIES 60 Kms 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED The right attitude and port 
Rated recovery points – full recovery gear 
Winch, lift, AT or mud tyres 
Vehicle specific tools/spares/fuses 
Self-sufficient camping/food/supplies for 14 days 
Chainsaw optional (will have mine) PPE gear is mandatory if 
bringing and intend using chainsaw.  
Fuel/oil if bringing chainsaw   

MAPS REQUIRED Corryong-Omeo-Thredbo Adventure Map  

RADIO CHANNEL CB / UHF Channel 12 

GOOGLE MAPS  



 

DESTINATION Club Christmas Get Together –  
Crystal Brook Picnic Area – Cardinia Reservoir  

LEADER/CONTACT NO. NAME:    Sally Higgs 

MOBILE:  0435 782207 

DATE 12th December 2020 

MEETING PLACE / TIME From 10.00 am onwards 

 

GRADE WET:  Easy 
DRY:   Easy 

TRIP ACTIVITY DETAILS Relaxing Picnic and get together at Crystal Brook Picnic Area. We 
have not had a chance to meet up this year so thought I would put 
up a picnic. 

I will get there early to see if we can get the rotunda or at least an 
area near by the shade and the big open grass area behind the 
playground. 

Enter from either Wellington Road or Red Hill Road 

VEHICLE LIMITS MINIMUM:  None 

MAXIMUM: (Maximum group limit is 50 people) 

APPROX KMS MEETING PLACE 
TO DESTINATION 

Meeting place will be the destination.  

LAST AVAILABLE FUEL  PETROL:  Emerald, Narre Warren 

DIESEL:  Emerald, Narre Warren 

DISTANCE BETWEEN SUPPLIES Not very far at all 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED Bring your own food, chair, drinks, sun shelter, sun screen, 
games  

MAPS REQUIRED Google Maps 

-37.969694,145.396066 

https://goo.gl/maps/M8FSXdKPmtZcjMwDA  

RADIO CHANNEL CB / UHF Radio will be on channel 12 

GOOGLE MAPS  

https://goo.gl/maps/M8FSXdKPmtZcjMwDA


 

DESTINATION Nunniong Plains 

LEADER/CONTACT NO. NAME:    Des Whall 

MOBILE:  0412 170 139  

DATE Weekend of Australia Day 

Friday January 22, to Tuesday January 26, 2021 

MEETING PLACE / TIME BP Officer outbound, Princes Freeway 

5.00 pm am Departure—Friday 22 January 2021 

GRADE WET:  Medium — Hard 
DRY:   Medium—Hard 

TRIP ACTIVITY DETAILS Plan is to head up to either Swifts Creek or Bentleigh Plains 
depending on time and camp for the night. 
Saturday heading north through and exploring Nunniong 
Plains and surrounds camping at Murphys Hut for the night.  
Sunday exploring further north to Nunniong Plains Reservce 
and camping on the plains. 
Monday is a lazy start and easy drive home. 
 
Sorry no campers due to some track ratings. 

VEHICLE LIMITS MINIMUM:  

MAXIMUM: 4 Vehicles 

APPROX KMS MEETING PLACE 
TO DESTINATION 

 

LAST AVAILABLE FUEL  PETROL:   

DIESEL:    

 

DISTANCE BETWEEN SUPPLIES  

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED AT Tyres a minimum 
Rated recovery points and own recovery gear 
First Aid Kit and Fire extinguisher 
Self sufficient camp and food supplies 
 
Electric Winch 
Recovery Gear 
 

MAPS REQUIRED  

RADIO CHANNEL CB / UHF Channel 12 

GOOGLE MAPS  



 

DESTINATION Mitchell and Avon Rivers 

LEADER/CONTACT NO. NAME:    Des Whall 

MOBILE:  0412 170 139  

DATE Friday February 12 to Sunday February 14, 2021 

MEETING PLACE / TIME BP Officer outbound  Departure  5.30pm 

GRADE WET:  Hard 
DRY:  Medium to Hard 

TRIP ACTIVITY DETAILS Friday evening drive to Johnston’s Flat Camping Area on the 

banks of Freestone Creek. 

Saturday explore north and west along Avon River and camp 
for the evening.   

Sunday is a lazy start meandering along Avon River Track to 

Coongulla—Heyfield and home. 

Fuel availability—Outbound—Stratford, homeward bound —

Heyfield some tracks are double black diamond so no 
campers/trailers please. 

VEHICLE LIMITS MINIMUM: Minimum (me) 

MAXIMUM:  6 Vehicles 

APPROX KMS MEETING PLACE 
TO DESTINATION 

Approx.  400 kilometers round trip  

LAST AVAILABLE FUEL  PETROL: Outbound—Stratford—Homeward bound Heyfeld 

DIESEL:   Outbound—Stratford—Homeward bound Heyfeld 

DISTANCE BETWEEN SUPPLIES 400 Kilometers round trip 

EQUIPMENT REQUIRED First Aid Kit 

Fire Extinguisher 

Rated recovery points  and own recovery gear 
AT Tyres minimum 

Vehicle specific spares 

Self-sufficient food and supplies  

 

Recovery Gear 
Electric Winch 

MAPS REQUIRED Rooftops – Bairnsdale to Licola   

RADIO CHANNEL CB / UHF UHF Radio Channel 12 

GOOGLE MAPS  



 

 
Participants: 

 
Maree and Stuart Toyota 79 

Ann and Alan Prado (Covid White Knight) 

Michael Ranger  
 
 
 
The plan was Erica pub for Friday Dinner and the 
pub did not disappoint the food was wonderful, and 
they were so happy to have the 4x4 community 
back.  
 

Our camp site was O’Tools campground, finding 

some other members Ashley, John, Anthony, and 

James out and about we enjoyed a campfire with all 

the chatting on all things 4x4. 
 

 

 

 

Saturday the group headed out but the plans 
that were made had to be changed as White 

Star track claimed its first victim of the day 

another group who had broken their 4x4 and 

were looking at winching up the rock step, 

there was plenty of them in the group and 
well-resourced so we did a “U” turn and 

headed to Comet Spur track, where Michael 

found the rock step at the top a bit of a 

challenge but it only increased the smile he 

had on his face when he mastered it. 

Eton track got us caught up in a traffic jam 

with a group of 16 motor bikes on a ride, we 

enjoyed waiting at the intersection 

discussing how far bike accessories have 

come, protective padding and fluro colors, 
it’s so interesting to see how different 

groups enjoy the tracks.  

Up past Fiddlers Green and on to Mt Selma 

then back to McGuire’s and Toomstar track, 
up and down the hills and a few river 

crossings all added to the enjoyment.  

 

First Trip after lockdown 
 
 

27th-29th Nov 2020  
                          By Maree Bowker 



 

Finally ending at O’Tools again and 

finding plenty of friendly banter 

around the fire with the cloud cover 
rolling in. The rain finally deciding it 

will be bedtime for everyone and it 

rained all night.  

Sunday 29 Nov 2020  

Headed out via Donnelly creek Road to 
store point and the Jeff roundabout, 

to Spring Road and Bins Road to end 

up in Walhalla, for lunch at the Miners 

café, as the waitress pointed out the 

best steak sandwich in Walhalla.   
All agreed a great lunch spot. 

Finally, we called in to Audrey and 

Ian’s for a coffee and some delicious 

fruit cake. 

A great weekend catching up with 
friends and 4x4 tracks.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRADING POST 

     
We bought a set of drawers from 4WD Supa Centre for our work ute that had a minor fault with a 
cross threaded bolt when we received it.  There was a bit of back and forth on the parts so they 
ended up giving us a whole second set of drawers.  Tristan fixed the bolt so we now have a set of 
drawers for sale.  
 
Details for the drawers are below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR SALE—TIDAL TWIN DRAWS 1300 MM   $250.00 



 

 
 

                 
 
 
Sally - 0435 782 207 or Tristan 0468 958 444 

Members can advertise any four wheel drive or camping related items they wish to sell or buy.  
 
Just email the Editor, editor@vfwdc.com, with the following:  

 

1. Description of the item  
2. Price  

3. Contact details  

4. Photos (highly recommended)          

WHAT HAVE YOU GOT TO SELL 



 



 



 

 

  Sick of seeing rubbish left in the bush?  

  
 Drifta Camping & 4WD has launched a new 

campaign called    

Respect The Bush / Respect The Beach 

 
The 4WD community has been taking action to clean up  

dumped rubbish left behind in the bush. 
 

  It’s simple take 2 bags in and 2 bags out. 

   If you would like to help out and do your bit for the bush 

log on to www.drifta.com.au  

and place an order today. 

         GOOD-ONYA TROPHY 

  The Good-Onya Trophy is a great way  
to recognize members for their unique contributions.   

Once a month club members have the opportunity to vote for 
their most worthy nominee. 

 
The winner will be presented with this most prestigious club 

trophy at the monthly general meetings.   
 

I am sure you will find some nominees to put forward once the 
trips are up and running again. 

 

Remember your friends! 
If something goofy happens to someone on a trip?   
Nominate them for the next “Good-on ya Award”!   
Send a quick summary to trips@vfwdc.com   

Editor’s Note 

 Thank you to the Committee and to all the members who have contributed to the magazine. 
Without your contributions we wouldn’t have a publication.  

 
Have a Merry Christmas 

and a  
Happy New Year. 

mailto:trips@vfwdc.com

